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Brownsville Independent Schal District

Employee Acknowledgment Form

BID Board Policy BA (LOCAL) mandatesthat the Superintendent or designee ensure that each
campus or instructional level develops guidelinesfor teachersto follow in determining gradesfor
students. HA (Local) further requiresthat such guidelinesmake certain that grading reflects
student achievement and that asufficient number of gradesare taken to support the grade average
assigned. Equally important, this policy also requiresthat guidelinesfor grading are to be cearly
communicated to studentsand parents.

The BID Expectations for the Grading and Reporting of Sudent Progress ae written to provide
direction and equity in the manner in which student academic performance isevaluated and
communicated. The information and policiesdescribedin the Grading Expectationsare necessarily
subject to change, and | acknowledge that revisions mayoccur. All such changes will be
communicated through official notices, and | understand that revised information may supersede,
modify, or eliminate existing guidelines. Only the Superintendent’s designee has the ability to
adopt any revisionsto the information in the Grading Expectations.

| understand that | should consult with my princpal/ department head regarding any questions |
may have regarding the Grading Expectations. | further understand that it is my professonal
responsibility to read and comply with the policiesand guidelines contained in the BISD
Expectations for the Grading and Reporting of Sudent Progress(and any revisions made to it
throughout the academic year).

Fease sign and give thisform to your campus principal or department head.

Employee ’Sgnature Date

Employee 'Name (Typed or Printed) Employee Number
This acknowledgement form will be kept by the campus prindpal or department head
Hectronic accessto the Grading Procedures can be found at

http://cnhibisd.weebly.com/gradineprocedures.html
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Brownsville Independent Schal District

l. General Information

A. Phiosophy
The BrownsvilleIndependent Scool District” missionisto provide an equal educational

opportunity for each student and to teach studentsin awaythat ensuresacademic

success,high standards of achieverent, and fulfillment of the individual’ |gotential.

In order to assesprogresstowards the goalof sudent success,an efiective grading and

reporting system which accurately reports each ssudent’ educational achievement is

required. TheBrownsvile Independent Sclool Distr i ¢ &dingandgeporting s/stemis

based onthe following philosaphy:

a.

The basicconsideration for grading isthat of asgssingthe student’ ability to function
and achievein relation to the mastery of the TexasEssatial Knowledge and ills as
prescribed by the Sate and localschool district for the various giade levelsand/ or
subject areas. Gradesassesshe student’ madery (70%) of TexasEssatial
Knowledgeand ills and District objecivesof the particular subject area and maybe
indicators of the student’ greparation for sucaessful employment.

Sudent performance will be assessethrough a variety of procedures such aswritten
teds,dailywork, oral recitation, assgned projeds, classram participation, other
formsof assessnent, make-up work and tests asper guidelinescontained herein.
Gradesreflectthe student’ wnderstanding and progresstowards mastery of the
coursecontent and will not be reflective of gudent behavior.

Shce grading of student performance is of mgor importance, school personnel will
exertmaxmum effort to maintain effective communication between the campus and
the parent/ guardian.

Gradeswill reflect mastery of the TexasEssetial Knowledge and kills (TEKS)
hierarchical learning based on Bloom’ $axonomy and Erikson’ Sructure of
Knowledgewith focus on higher-order thinking skills.

Administering and/or withholding physical activity asa form of punishmentor

behavior management isaninappropriate pradice.
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Brownsville Independent Schal District

g. Parents,students,teachers, and administration must abide by the BISDGrading
Policy.
TEC Setion 28.0216: District Grading Policy
A <chool district shall adopt a grading policy, including provisons for the assignment of
gradeson classassgnments and examnations, before each school year. Adistrict grading
policy:
1. Mustrequire aclasspom teacher to assigragrade that refledsthe student’ lative
magdery of an assignment;
2. Maynot require a classoom teacher to assigra minimum grade for an assighment
without regardto the student’ guality of work; and
3. Mayallow a student areasmable opportunity to make up or redo a classassigiment
or examnation for which the student received afailing grade.
Added by Ads 2009, 81stLeg.RS.,Ch. 1236, Sec.1, eff.dune 19, 2009.
Benchmark Philosophy
In accordance with Chapter 74, the Brownsvillelndependent Sclool District implements
the TexasEsential Knowledge and kills (TEKS)- the state—mandated curriculum for all
Texasstudents. To ensure that the appropriate grade leveland/ or content area TEKSare
introduced in the appropriate sequence with the appropriate depth and complexity, BISD,
with the assisance of District personnel including teachers, curriculum specialigs, and
main office personnel, havedevdoped a scope and sequence for each grade level and/ or
content area.
In addition to content introduced in the scope and sequence for a desgnatedtesting
period, the District Diagnogtic Testing Program also helpsto monitor student’ s
understanding of appropriate knowledge and skills.
Beginning with the 2013 — 2014 school year,a school district maynot administer to any
student more than two benchmark assessrentsto prepare for a corresponding state-
mandated assessmaat. Thislimitation doesnot apply to collegepreparation
assessrants, including the T, PSAI, ACTPlan, SAT, ACT AP, IB, or independent

classoom examsdesigied or adopted by the classram teacher. A parent of aspecial
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needs student may, inaccordance with commissiaer rules,request additional

benchmarksbe administered to the parent’ hild.cDistrict diagnostictegsare

administered for the purposeof:

a.
b.

- ® 2 o

Ensuring that the objectives inthe Distr i ¢ bpe and ssqoence are being taught;
Aligning and reveingthe Distr i &cbpe and sequence;

Providing campuseswith datato assisthemin analyzing student achievement;
Assessigthe student’ magery of objectivestaught;

Providing the District with overall information regarding student progressand
Exposing studentsto STAARquestioning format. All campusesmust participate in the
District Diagnogtic Testing Program; however,individual campusesalwayshavethe
option of administering additional campus-devedoped diagnogtic assessients.
Whether or not diagnostic test scoreswill be counted asa grade will be an individual

campus decisian.

C. School @Gmmunication

a. ProgressReports

1. Atthe end of the first three weeks of a grading period, a progressreport must be
sent home for all students including students serviced through special education
whose grade averagein any classis lower than 70 and isin danger of failing.
Progressreportswill be givenin numerical terms.

2. ProgressReportsareintended to inform parentsand students of deficienciesthat
need to be corrededin course(s)in time for parent/ teacher conferencesto be
scheduled. The notice must provide for the sigraeture of the student’ s
parent/ guardian and be returned to the district for studentswho are failing. The
report must include the number of timesa student hasbeen absent.

3. The abovementioned requirementsdo not apply to maried students. [HA Legd]

4. Shools maychooseto provide progressreportsto otherstudents attheir
discretion.

5. Attheend of evey sixweeksor marking period, IEPProgressReportsmust be

sent home for any student in the SoecialEducation Program. These EPProgress
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Reportsmust report progresson their individual goalsand objectivesin

academicginstructional/ behavior/related servies.

b. Report Cards

1.

Parents/Legalguardianswill be provided written notice of astudent’ s
performance in each classor subject once every six weeks or marking period.
Adequate explanationsto parentsand students concerning the philosophy and
purposeof report cardswill be made.

Ifastudent’ s  bf aduievdmaent for the grading period is below the level
required for course credit or grade leveladvancement, the report cards shall state
the needfor a conference between the appropriate teacher and the

parent/ guardian and shall summarize the requirementsfor advancement of
coursecredit.

Teachers shall advise parents whether students are recommended or required to
attend tutorial in the subsequent six-week grading period.

Parent/teacher conferenceswill be held at the end of the secand and fourth six
weeks or marking period of the school year.

Opportunitiesfor parent-teacher conferencesare strongly encouraged asa means
of discussingand reviewing pupil strengths and weaknesses.ltemsfor discussion
mayinclude, but are not limitedto, student deficienciesregarding spedfic unit
teds, chapter tests, daily work, and/ or quizzesand attendance. [Exanple: group
meetings,teacher, parent meetings,phone calls,etc.]

Home AacessCenter, the electronic grade book, can be acessedoy parents
throughthe Internet viaan accesscode and password.

Gradesshall reflect work that hasbeen acommodated and/or modified aacording
to astudent’ Imdividualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan or English
Language Leamer Sudent Pln.

D. ReTeading

a. Re-teachingisdefined asadifferentiated presentation of content. It maybe as

simple as epeatingthe concept. If the student still does not understand the
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concept, the teacher will usedifferent materialsor modalitiesto present the concept
again. For exanple, if the initial instruction wasprimarily visual, the re-teach
aaivity might be manipulative or, if the teacher used the deductive approach
initially, the re-teach adivity might include an inductive approach. Inthisway,the
student will gaina new perspective on the task.

. Re-teachingisanintegral part of the leson cycle and mayoccur in many different
situations. Some exanplesinclude

1. Duringdirect teaching asateacher chedksfor understanding;

2. During guided pradice as ateacher monitors;

3. During independent practice asstudentswork individually or in cooperative

learning groups, and

4. During morning and/or after school tutorials.

Teachersshould plan re-teaching strategies at the sametime they are planning initial
instruction. Whenthis isdone, alternativeinstructional strategies should be used and
documented in lesson plans and/or syllabus.

. Ifinitial re-teaching efforts are unsucaesgul, the more complex processof
remediation maybe necessary.Remaliation impliesanalysis of the learning taskand
further diagnosisof the student’ s ds,iackiding the identification of deficient
prerequisite skills. Remediation mayoccur in many different situations. Some
exanplesinclude

1. Asateacherworkswith smallgroupsduring classtime, other studentswork

independently;

2. Inatutorial class;

3. During morning and/or after school;

4. Inaremedial class;and/or

5. Migrant Lab (servesMigrant students only).

. Inapplying re-teaching proceduresor remediation, school administratorsand

teachersneedto ensure fairnessand promote successfor all students.
Re-teachingisimportant and school administrators and teachersare regponsible for
seeingthat it happens. (ollegialsharing of ideasis encouraged.
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E. Reesting

a.

The teacher must notify the student of a failing major assessment within 5 days of the
test datewith the exception of research papers, projects, benchmarks, six weeks

test(s) and semester exams.

The teacher and student will work together to schedule @sewithin (5) school days

after learning of the failing grade, except under extenuating circumstance determined by
the principal. No retests are availabl e

The student mayraisehis/her score to a maximumof 70on the test by takingthe

retest.

A gudent may not be reteged more than one time for any givenoriginal major
assessmet.

Rdeging Procedures apply to all students. Dual Enroliment must follow Universty

grading procedures.

F. Attendance/Course Credit/ Incomplete Grades

a.

If UILextracaurricular adivitiesare scheduled during the school day and students miss
classto participate, then teacherswill be informed in writing prior to the event.
Sudents shall be permitted to make up assigiments or tegsthey missdue to an
absence. Teadhersshall inform their students of the time allotted for completing
make-up work after an absence; however,the students shall be responsible for

completing the assigiment within the allotted time. A student may not expect make-

up work and teststo be identicalto work/tests done by the classduringhis/her

absene.

Any student with lessthan 90%attendance of the required number of daysthat a
classis offered in a marking period shall be subject to lossof credit in the course(s)
where excessiveabsences havebeen recorded. Agrade/or credit may be reinstated if
the student is approved for such by an attendance committee composed of ateacher,
acounselor, and an administrator. Thestudent may appeal the decisbn of the

attendance committeeto the District Attendance Committee.

20182019 SECONDABRADING PROCEDUI 10



Brownsville Independent Schal District

d. Sudentswith specialneedsand/or identifiedin the 8504 program,who mayhave
experienced extenuating circumstancesthat impacted school attendance, (with
appropriatedocumentation of meical or psychological treatment) mayhavetheir
credit restored by their Admisson, Review, and Dismissal Comittee (ARDC) or 8504
Committ ee beyond the 15" daytimeline for appeal purposes.

e. Uponthe third conseautiveday of student’ absence from the classram, contact
should be made by the teacher with the parentsof the student to discussreasas for
the absence. Proceduresto implementthis will be developed at eachcampus.

f. If astudent transfersinto the school from another school in the District or from
another accredited school, the grades—in — progressfrom the sending shool will be
usedto calculgethe student’ s adegasappropriate.

g. An“incomplete ‘grade recorded for any graling period, except in the caseof migrant
students, must be made up within ten aademiccalendar daysof the begnning of the
next grading period. ELLstudentswhose classfication is Begnner or Intermediate*,
based onthe District’” assessmat and LFACrecommendation and, in exenuating
circumstances, with permissionof the campus principal, mayalsobe ganted
additional time. Work not completed within the specified time will be given a zero (0)
credit and averaged with the other work.

*Begnner and Intermediate students entering school between the 71" and 12" week

of the first semester must be afforded the opportunity to complete coursework for

the 1stand 2" sixweeksor marking periods. Beginner and Intermediate students who
fall into this category must complete all first ssmeder course work and take the mid —
term examby the end of the 5" sixweeks or marking period.

An “incompl e tsieweeks ormarking period grade due to absencesmust be made

up within the next sixweeksreporting period.

h. Grade leveladvancement for at-risk studentsin grades9 — 12 shall be earned by
coursecreditsand other proficiency criteriawhere applicable. Changesin grade
levelclassfication shall be made two timesper yearprior to the begnning of the fall

and spring ®meder. [HELOCAL

20182019 SECONDARRADING PROCEDUI 11



Brownsville Independent Schal District

i. Course/Credit completed Out of Country: BISD has implemented the Course/Credit

Validation Analysis (CYprocedure, which will allow the district to ensure and expedite

the process to evaluate academic records or transcript®fwof-country students.

Such procedure entails the following:

a. Each BISD high school Counseling Department in collaboration with the Bilingual
Department/Central Office/Curriculum & Instruction Department will generate an
individual electronic Course/Credit Validat Analysis (CVA) for students coming from
out-of-country,who completed grades in their home country.

b. For students coming from Mexico, Parent/Guardian must provide Campus Counselor
with an official report card and/or Academic Transcript; includifigg@de transcripts
or its equivalent, and abové. { Sdada (71-9") and Preparatoria (10-1200 ¢ ®
Parent/ Guardi da! mpu ¢ NByiiq@ t a8 2NAT | GA2Y

c. Once the studerBISD_CVAas been reviewed and approved at the Central Office;

student will be placed promptly in the appropriate grade level and/or subjects;
reclassification or grade level changes must be doregpasopriate

d. Under special circumstance, high schequiivalent courses earned in Preparatoria
(Grades 10-12") may beanalyzed and evaluated by the University of Texas at Austin
t hrough the LUCHA Program (Language Lea
Center for Hispanic Achievement) to ensureger class placement and to award
credits for graduation plan. Credit Validation services from UT Austin must be
authorizedby the Bilingual DepartmenAdministrator

Sate Board of Education rule requiresthat sudent transaipts be evauated and studentsbe

placeddpromptly inthe appropriate grade and/ or subjects® €19 Tex. Almin. Cade §74.26(a)
(2)). All didricts and charters shauld be able to evaluate atransaipt and appropriately pace a

student within 30 days ofenrollment. A sdool district must ensue that the records or

transaipts of an out-of-state or out-of-country transfer student (including foreign exchange
students)or a transfer student from a Texasnonpubic stool areevaluated and that the
student isplacedin appropriate classespromptly. The district may use a \ariety of methodsto
verify the cantent of courses for which a transfer student has eamed credit. §74.26. Award of

Credit.
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j. With the exception of migrant students,an “incompl e tgradé recordedfor the sixth
sixweeks (marking period) of the semnd semester must be made up by September 1
or within five daysof the first day of attendance of the fall semester. Work not
completed within the specified time will be given zero (0) credit and averagedwith the
other work.

For Migrant students, the incomplete grademaybe carried sixmonthsfrom the date of

nextenrollment. TEC Setion 28.0214: Fnality of Grade

a. Anexanination or course grade issited by a classoom teacher isfinal and maynot
be changedunlessthe grade isarbitrary, erroneous, or not consigent with the
school district grading policy applicable to the grade, asdetermined by the board
of trustees of the school district in which the teacher is employed.

b. Adetermination by the school district board of trusteesunder subsecton (a)is not
subject to appeal. This subsecion doesnot prohibit an appeal related to a
student’ dligibility to participate in extracurricular activiiesunder Section 33.081.

Added by Ads 2003, 781" Leg.,Ch. 194, Sec. 1, and effective une 2, 2003.

Renumbered from Education Cade, Section 28.0212 by Ads 2005, 79" Leg., Ch. 728,

Sec. 23.001(14), eff. September 1, 2005.

G. Make-Up Work

a. Studentswho havean exusedor unexcusedabsence, will not be refused an

opportunity to make up work if he/ she isabsent. Thestudent will be given the

samenumber of daysto make up the work and turn in their work asthe

number of dayshe/shewasabsent.

b. Sudentswho areabsent on an announcedtest daywill be expeded to take atest
upon return. If any student hasbeen absent the day prior to an announced test
and if nothing new hasbeen covered, the student will be expededto take the test
at the regularly screduled time. If the student has been absent two or more days,
the student will immediately make arrangementswith the teacher for the makeup

ted.
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c. Any student who doesnot appear for a prearrangedmake up test or does not meet

f.

g.

h.

his prearrangeddue date for other work mayreceivea zero (0) on that test, work,
or reteding.

Any student misshg work due to participation in extraaurricular adivitiesmust
make prior arrangementswith the teacher for work that will be mis®d prior to the
absence.

If astudent hasbeen sent to “in school suspension, (1ISS)he/sheisto receive
gradesfor assgned work completed while there. Teacher of record is responsible
for providing assignments to students in I¥%ork not completedin ISS maye
recorded asa zero.

If a student hasbeen sent to the BrownsvilleAcademicCenter (BAQ he/she isto

receivegradesfor assgned work completed while there. If a student doesnot

complete the assiged work, he/ she will not receive credit. Campusesare
encouragedto outline procedureswithin campusfacuty and student handbooks.
A gudent should not expect make up work and teststo be identical to that done in
classduring higher absence.

Truant students (studentswho are absent without permissian) will be provided the
opportunity to make up work and major assessients.

[See District Code of Gonduct for definition of truancy.]

[See BHAB Local for restrictions on grade penalties and unexcused absenes.]
Sudents who are petitioning the attendance committ ee for credit (removal of NC
due to excessiveabsences) nust havemet the teacher 7scghoo | ’ ke —upavork
requirements.

Sudents have 15 school daysat the end of eachsemester in which to appeal anNC
status.
Work that a student failsto complete in classdue to extenuating circumstances

maybe made up at the discretion of the teacher.
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l.  NGsfor studentsreceiving ecialeducation serviceswill be removed and grades
shall be reinstated-after the appropriate documentation hasbeen

completed/submitted.
H. Late Work Policy:

Lae work is defined asany work completed and turned in after a desighated due date. A
teache r ' te woik @olicy must be stated on the course syllabus and approved by the

principal prior to the first day of class.
I. Lesson Plans andGrade Bodks
a. Daily keson plansare required for several reasons:

1. Toassistthe teacher in planning for differentiated instruction;

2. Todocument that instruction hasincluded state, district, and campus
objectivesreflecting required TEKSand HPS Languageobjective and Sheltered
Ingruction must be reflectedto meet the needs of English LanguagelLeaners
studentsand

3. Toprovide for continued instruction when substitute teachersare necessry.

b. LessorPan Rocedures

1. Lessorplansshouldbe turned in on aweekly basis prior to actual use. This
schedule will be established in each building.

2. Acopy of required instructional accommodationsfor Soecial Education or
EnglishLanguage Leaners students must be given to the classram teacher
and maintained in a confidential file. Lessn Plans should reflect
accommodations/modificationsasimplemented for studentswith an
individualized education program(IEP) or 504 plan. Documentation in the
leson plan books $ould be in accordance with FERP Aequirementsin which
no clearly identifiable student identity isdocumented.

3. Sudent work must reflect standards of excellence which include, but arenot
limitedto
a.) Qorrect spelling, punctuation, grammar, and organization in awritten

product approximating the quality of a finished product, not first draft;
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b.) Accuracyof information, reseach, and invedigative strategiesreflective of

scientific methods, and

c.) Evidence of mastery of higher order thinking based on Bloom’ Texonomy,
Erikkson’ Structure of Knowledge,and focusedon application, analysis,
synthesis,and evduation.

c. Inorderto be consident with the philosophy of student successand equity of
educational opportunity delineated on pageone of thisdocument, all teachersare
requiredto provide teacher-prepared final examguidesfor all studentsin each
course. Lessn plans and grade books must reflect the extensivedata colleded on
each student, using instrumentssuch asthe following

1.) Problem —situationsteds;

2.) Oralpresentations;

3.) Projedsor independent study;

4.) Analysisof creative products;

5.) Xillsdemonstrationsor performance;

6.) Essayexaminationswith definite questions;

7.) Traditional essayexaminationswith general questions;

8.) Compositions appropriate to the subject;

9.) Dailyrecitationsor papers;

10.) Short —answer objectivetests or quizzes;

11.) Teacher observation;

12.) Portfolio assessmst;

13.) Homework;

14.) Notebooks/Journals;and/ or

15.) Sudent Performance Record.
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d. Supplemental reading materialsdistributed to students by teachers must be approved
by principalsand/or their desgnees. Thisincludes videos, books, pamphlets, etc.
Materialsfoundin school librariesand purchasedthrough District funding sources
haveprior approval of the principal by virtue of his/her signature on the Purchase
Order.

e. Gradesshould reflectaccommodations/ modifications acordingto astudent’ s
Individualized Education Plan (IBP) or 504 plan.

f. All daily work grades must be posted within 3 school days after stugldamhission. Major

projects must be graded within 5 school days after student submission

J. Secomary Homework Recommaedations

a. Raionale: A major goalof the instructional programisto ass#t students inbecaming
committed to the process of learning. Leaningis not restricted to the classram, but is
a continuous process.Homework isdefined as out-of-classtasks assiged to students
asan exensionor elaboration of classramm work. There are three types of homework:
practice, preparation, and extension. The basic objectives of homework are to
reinforce the application of previously taught concepts, principles, and skills; extend
student learning; and promote creative thinking and independent research.

Practice assgnments reinforce newly acquired skills and previously introduced skills
that studentsmayneed to review. Forexanple, ssudentswho havejust learned a new
method of solvinga mathematical problem should be givensample problemsthat allow
them to practice the new method. Preparation assgnments help students get ready
for adivitiesthat will occur in the classram. Homeworkassignmentsmayalsoprepare
studentsfor the introduction of newinformation and mayinclude reading assignments
and book reports. Sudents may,for exanple, be required to do badgroundresearch
on a topic to be discussed later in class.Extension assgnments are frequently long-
term continuing projedsthat parallel classwork. Sudentsmust apply previouslearning
to complete theseassigiments, which include science fair projectsand term papers.

Assiging homework serves various educational needs. It servesas an intellectual

discipline, establishes study habits, easestime constraints onthe amount of
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curricular material that can be taught in class,and supplements/ reinforceswork
done in school. In addition, it fosers student initiative, independence, and
responsibility and bringshome and school closer together.

Homework provides an essential communication link between the school and the
home. One measure of a programor courseisthe quality of the work done at home by
the student. A sound programof homework mayenhance a strong home-school
partnership. In addition, homework $iould be a tool in deveoping independent
thought, sdf-direction, and self-discipline. It mayassistthe student in devebping good

work habits and in the wise useof time.
b. Gudelinesfor homework include

1. Carefully Monitor the Amount of Homework Assigned: The anount of homework

should be appropriate for the student’ age and not take too much time awayfrom
other home adivities(Marzano & Pickering).

The National Education Associion and the Parent Teacher Associdion,
recommend the maxmum amount of nightly homework $ould not exceed 10
minutesper grade levelper night, all subjects combined. Thatis,a 1st grader should
haveno more than 10 minutesof homework per night, a 6th grader no more than
60 minutesper night, and a 12th grader no more than 120 minutesper night.

But we know that studentsdiffer in their "working speed.” A 20-minute assigiment
for one student could be a 60-minute assignment for another student. Homework
may need to be differentiated to fit individual needs. Homework tasks can be
differentiated by length, by difficulty, or by which concepts specffic students need
help understanding. Homework can also be differentiated by how students
demonstrate learning. For instance, studentswith a learning disability mayexplain
their understanding of a concept by using a tape recorder instead of writing their
response (Vdterott) asdocumented in their IEP.

2. Feedback, Grading, and Suppat: Timely and specific feedbackon homework can

improve student achevement. Teachers may not have enough time to provide

extensivefeedbackon every homework assigiment, but they can make this task
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more pradicable by using different methods to comment on homework. For
exanple,ateacher might set up opportunitiesfor studentsto sharetheir work with
each other and offer peer feedbad; or when students are pradicing a skill for
homework, they can be asked to keep trackof their accuracyand speed. Another
option is to have students keep a homework portfolio that is colleded and
commented on once aweek. (Marzano et al., p. 123) [Reerto Late Work Policy]
Support programs during the school day (e.g., during an academic lab period)
and/ or after-school programscan help studentswho are either unwilling or unable
to complete homeworkat home. The most sucaesgul homeworksupport programs
provide mandatory early intervention (e.g., students must attend when missing
three assignments) and voluntary drop-in senice for students who prefer the
school environment for homework (Vaterott).

3. Recommended Homework Minute Breakdown

Middle Sdool
70 up to 80 minutes each night
1 Redaing/Englis//Writing  25-30 minutes3-5 timesa week

9 Science 20-25 minutes2-3 timesa week

1 Math 20-25 minutes4 timesaweek

1 Social Sudies 2025 minutes2-3 timesaweek
High Sclool

90 up to 120 minutes each night
1 Reaing/Englih/Writing 30 minutes5 timesaweek

M Sciece 30 minutes3 timesaweek
1 Math 30 minutes5 timesa week
1 Social Sudies 30 minutes3 timesaweek

K. Exracurricular Adivities
A dudent, who participatesin extracaurricular activities, shall be ineligible for participation
in any extracurricular contest or performance sponsored or sanctioned by the school
district or UlL after a grade evduation period in which the student receivesa grade lower
than the equivalent of 70 in any academicclassor a60 in thoseidentified asleveltwo or
three on a sale of 100 as evdenced on page40 of thisdocument for eligbility [according

to District Policy.] An neligible suspended student may practice or rehearsewith other
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studentsduring the period of ineligbility. Identified coursesin which a 60 on ascale of

100 isthe lowestgrade a student can receivearelisted in the District’ GourselLiding

Guide approvedannually by the Board of Trustees.

Additionally,

a. Allstudentspassig all coursesfor the grading period remain UIL eligible throughout
the nextgrading period.

b. Semeseravergesand semeger final examgrades haveno bearing on UIL eligbility.

c. Gradesare accumulated from the first day of the grading period through the end of
the grading period.

d. UlLineligble gudentscan regain UL eligbility sevencalendar daysfrom the three-
week grading period or the end of the gading period.

e. Sudentswho became ineligble will not lose eligbility until seven calendar daysafter
the end of the grading period.

f. Thethree-week grading period reflecsonly school weeksand does not include
holidaysand semester breaks.

g. A dudent shall be ineligble for participation in acontest or performance sponsored
or sanctioned by the District or UIL after a sixweek evaluation period in which the
student received a grade lower thanthe equivalent of 70on ascale of 100 in any
academicclass.

h. The gade evalation period isdefined asthe first sixweeks or marking period of a
senmester and each sixweek grade reporting period thereafter. [AM Legal]

i. Ineligble studentsregaineligbility seven calendar daysfrom the three —week
evalation period or end of the grading period.

Onrce a student becomes' rieligibl ehis’her gradesare checked at the end of the 3™
week of the next grading period. At that point if the student is passing all of his/her
classeswith agrade of 70 or above, higher will regaineligibility 7 calendar daysafter
the three week grading period. However,if the student hasone classwith agrade
below 70, he/ shewill remainineligible until the end of the sixweeks when his’her

gradeswill be evauated agan.
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J. Ineligble students mayparticipate in extracurricular practices,but not in contestsor
performances.

Changesin UIL rulesand regulations will be strictly adhered to immediately upon

receipt of the same. For more information refer to TEA/ UIL No Pasg No Play Rule and

SB 3.081[c,d, and f].

k. For SecialEucation purposes, specialconsideration should be givento the
following:

1. Ifastudent’ s adegsderivedwithout followingthe required
accommodations/modificationsoutlined in his/her IEP, the grade isinvalid and a
new grade must be determined after accommodations/modificationsarein
place.

2. Sudentswith specialneeds and/or identifiedin the 8504 program,who mayhave
experienced extenuating circumstancesthat impacted school attendance,

(with appropriate documentation afnedical or psychological treatment) may have
their credit regored by their Admissia, Review, and Dismissal Camitt ee (ARDC) or
8504 Committee beyondthe 15 daytimelinesfor appeal purposes.

|.  For sectbn 504 purposes,specialconsiderations should be given to the following:

1. Ifagudent’ sadegsderivedwithout followingthe required accommodations
outlined in higher Sudent ServicesPhn, the grade isinvalid and anew grade
must be determined after accommodations are implemented.

m. All'high school coursestakenin middle school, with the exception of instructional
modulesshall be considered asadvanced levelfor UIL eligbility.

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating[EIA Local]

A dudent found to haveengagedn acalemicdishonesty shall be aubject to grade

penaltieson assigmentsor tessand disciplinary penaltiesin accordance with the

Sudent Gode of Conduct. Acalemicdishonesty includesbut is not limited to cheating or

copying the work of another student, plagiarism, ad unauthorized communication

between studentsduring an examnation. The penalty for cheating will be a zero for work

involved and the student will be subjectto appropriate disciplinary actionin cheating
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offenses. All studentsinvolvedwill be subject to disciplinaryadion. The determination

that a student hasengaged in academicdishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the

classram teacher or another supervising professional employee, taking into
consideration written materials, obsenation or information from students.

a. Cheatingisinterpreted as aprocedure which involvesthe unauthorized giving or
receiving help, offering or seeking aid, or the useof material prepared in advance for
useon an assignment/ assessmat. Cheatingalsoinvolvesthe useof elecronic
devicespooks, or notesin any form being usedduring an exammation without the
permisson of the teacher. Reestingwill not be allowed in this stuation.

b. Pgiarismconsistsof representing another person’ isleasor writings aone ’own,
including but not limited to cutting and paging from Internet sources. Plgiarismwill
be considered cheating,and is subject to HA [Locdl].

c. Ifastudent cheatson any part of atestand/or assignmentgiven in partsthat is
administered on separate days, he will receivea zero(s)only in the part where the
cheating occurred.

d. Allstudentsinvolved in academicdishonegy may be aubject to disciplinaryadion
stipulated in the EIA[Local} and BISDSudent Code of Canduct. Ateacher that
determinesthe student hasviolated the academic dishonegy policy isrequired to file
adiscipline referral and must notify the child’ s  misarlegalguardians of the
acalemicdishonegy.

NOTE Involvementin academicdishonegy mayaffect astudent’ digibility for student honors,
student leadership postions,and membership in some $udent organizations. Adiscipline

conseguence maybe asignedto a student found guilty of cheating.
M. Persnal Graduation Plans

a. A Rersonal Graduation Plan (PGPill be prepared for all studentsentering into the
9t grade as well aany student in amiddle school or beyond who did not perform
saisfadorily on astate — mandated assessnent test or is determined by the District
asnot likelyto earn ahigh school diploma before the fifth school year following

enrolimentin grade 9. All BISD Middle School students will be required to have a
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Personal Graduation Plan.
The PGRuwill be designed and implemented by a counsdor, teacher, or other staff
member designated by the principal. The planwill identify the student’ educational
goalsand include consideration of the parent’ aeducational expectationsfor the
student.

b. For sudentsreceiving specialeducation servicesthe personal graduation planis
developedby the ARDcommittee aspart of the individual education program (IEP) in
accordance to TEC29.005. An ntensiveprogramof instruction (IPI)must be

devebpedfor any student who hasnot met passng fandards on-state assessn@s.
N. Summer Schol

a. The grade received for asummer classbeing taken becauseof a coursefailure during
the regular school yearwill be given Levell weight (Reganing of Qredit Program.)

b. Allstudentswill be afforded the opportunity to participate in extended year sessios
for reganing of credit.

O. Specal Population Students

a. Sudentsreceiving SpecialEducation Serviceswill follow the BISD gading/retention
procedures. Any necesary deviationswill be presented to the ARDcommitt ee and
will be documentedin the student’ Idividual Education Program(IEP). The student’ s
Individual Education Programmayinclude accommodations/ modificationsthat enable
the dudent to succesdgully meet the distr i @rieding/retention procedures. Al
students in $ecialEducation will receivea standardized district report card. Grades
must be entered into the Onine Grading System (Teacher AacessCenter ¢ TAC)
Numerical gradeswill be usedfor al studentswho areenrolledin grades1stthrough
12th,

b. Indgructional accommodations modificationsfor studentsin $ecialEducation must
be followed asdetermined by an AR@ommittee. If astudent’ gradeisderived
without following the required accommodations' modification outlined in his/ her IEP,
the gradeisinvalid aad a new grade must be determined after accommodations/

modificationsarein place. Implementation of accommodations modificationsisthe
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responsibility of the General Education teacher and/ or SpecialEducation teacher.
Campus administratorsand SecialEducation Supervisors shall monitor the
implementation of the acoommodations/modifications.

Sudentsin $ecialEducation must receive an EP ProgressReport every sixweeks or
marking period reporting on academics,behaviar, and/ or instructional/ related
servicesasdetermined by student’ spalsgnd objedives.

. All students, receiving specialeducation services, regardlessof their instructional
placemnent, must havea schedule in eShool Pusthat isaligned to the schedule in
general education. The eShool Plus schedule must match the Sdedule of Servicesin
the student’ &P. It isthe expecation that all sudentswill be provided instruction on
grade level TEKXS regardlessof their instructional setting.

. The Admisson, Review and Dismissal Cmmittee (ARDC) determines, on an individual
basis,the need for instructional accommodations/modifications. The

accommodations/modificationsapplytoal |  assi gnments as spec

IEP Accommodations/modifications do not apply to the calaulation of the final
grade.

For astudent who is receiving specialeducation servicesand who isnot eaming
passihg grades,the failure should be addressed and documented by speaal
education/general education teacher(s). This failure should be addressed a minimum
of every sixweeks.

. LessorPlans should reflect accommodations/modifications asimplemented for
studentswith an Irdividualized Education Program (IEP)/504 Plan. Documentation in
leson plan books $ould be in accordance with FERP Aequirementsin which no
clearly identifiable student identity is documented.

. The Section 504 Committee determines,on an individual basis,the need for
instructionalaccommodations. Section 504/ Dyslexiaguidelinesfor accommodations
will be followed. Monitoring of theseguidelinesis the responsibility of the regular
education teacher, dyslexia teacher (if applicable), campus administrators,and
Campus Setion 504 Goordinators. If astudent’ grade is derived without following
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the required accommodationsoutlined inhis/her Section504 Pan, the grade isinvalid
and a new grade must be determined after accommodations areimplemented.

I.  Sudentsin Setion 504 will follow the BISD gading/retention procedures. Any
necessaraoccommodations will be determined by the Section 504 committee and will
be documented in the Sudent ServeesPlan. The Sudent ServicesPlan may include
accommodationsthat enable the student to successfully meet the distr i greding
procedures. All studentsin Seaion 504 will recave a standardized district report card.
In measuring the academicproficiency of a student with disabilitiesidentified under
Section 504, the student’ gotential for achievement or proficiency in the area must
be considered by the Section 504 committ ee.

j.  CGoncussion Management
Any student who is observedto, or suspeded of, sustaining abrain injury needsto be
monitored for any possble negativeimpact on their ability to learn aswell asany
health-related needs at school. Goncussion njuriescandirectly impacta student’ s
learning ability. Sdool staff should be familiar with the Sgnsand Synptomsof a
concussian. Sudentswho display sgns and/ or symptoms of aconcusson will follow
the BISD* Rwn-to-Lean Protocd” The Principal shall egablisha Campus Team,
which will monitor an ndividual student’ academic and physical progress. It shall be
the responsibility of the Campus Team to follow the “ &urn-to-Sdool Framework”
that will allow the student to recover from the injury without adverselyaffecting

achievement. http:// www.bisd.us/Dyslexia/

P. ELL (English Language Learners)

a. Language Proficiency Assessment Committee
The Language Proficiency Assessmiet Committee (LPAC) identifies English Language
Learners (ELL). LPAC furteterminesstudent placementand instructional @tegory
assigiment. Students identified as English Language Learners (ELL) will follow the
BISD grading/retention policinglishLanguage Leaners (ELL3nust show mastery of
the TexasEssatial Knowledgeand kills (TEKS) gser Chapter 75/ Chapter 89. The

Language Proficiency Assessrent Committee determines,on an individual bass, the
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need for linguistic instructional accommodationsfor identified EhglishLanguage

Leaners. ELL students that choose to participate in the ESL program will tbléow
guidelinesfor linguistic acommodations. The student’ BnglishLanguage Leaner
Sudent Plan mayinclude goalsand objectives,instructionalaccommodations and

web-basedinstructional supplemental support.

http://bilingualeslbisd.weebly.com/
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Course lRquirementsfor Students Grade 6 in 2018-2019
Course Requirements for Grade 6 Semester Promotion Requirements
Reading/Reading SL
Erglish/* ESL/English SL
Mathematics

Pass each core area course with a
70%Fnal Average

SociaStudies (ContemporaryWorld Societies)
Sdence

PhysicalEdwcation/Health or Pre-
Athleticg/Health

Two Ekctives: Pass Hectiveswith a 70%overall
Exploratory Spanish, Tech ApplicatioBayd, yearly average (composite)
Choir, Art, Dance**, Ballroom Dance**,
Introduction to Team Sports, Flag Football
Tennis

CGourse Requirements for Grade 7 Semester Promotion/ Retention Requirements

N ININ (NNN

I

PhysicalEdication or Athletics

Two Ekctives:

Spanish, TecApplications, Band, Choir, Art
Dance**, Ballroom Dance**

Course Requirements for Grade 8 Semester Promotion/ Retention Requirements

Pass Hectiveswith a 70%overall
yearly average (composite)

Reading/Reading SL 2
Erglish /* ESL I/English SL 2
Mathematics 2 Pass each core area course with a
Texas History 2 70%Final Average
Sdence 2

2

4

Reading/Reading SL 2 Grade Advancement Requirement:
Erglish /* ESL I/English SL 2 Meet passing standardsfor Required Sate
Mathematics 2 Pass each Assessments "
USHistory 5 eac7 Ogﬁlr:g arI? course with a
Sdence > oFnal Average

Health 1

College and Career Readiness 1

Two Ekctives: 4 Pass Hectiveswith a 70%overall
SpanishBand, Choir, Art, Dance**, Ballroom yearly average (composite)
Dance**, Principles of Applieehgineering, or

Athletics

*ESL I is only required for students identified as Beginners.
** Dance or Ballroom Dance can count as Physical Education credit.
Required Middle Shool Hectives

College and Career 1 Semeger
Readiness

Fine Arts 2 Samegers
Health 2 Samegers
Physical Education 4 Semeders
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l. Middle School Grading
Grade Reporting: In orderto maintain current information for parents/guardians,
teachersareto grade, post and publistassgnmentswithin 5 school calendar
days after student submission
A. Grading Scale: Thefollowing grading scale apgiesin defining
progress of mastery of the TEIS

90-100 Excellent Progress
80-89 Good Progress
75-79 Sdisfadory Progress
70-74 Danger of Faiing

69 - below Failng

B. Middle Shool Cairses: Six Weekssrades

Gradesshould reflectthe academicprogressof a student.

1. Major assessmetsare sixtypercent (60%) of the grade. Thismustinclude a

[
®)
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O
i
=

minimum of three majorasgssmaents per sixweeks. Examplesof major

assessmetsinclude, but arenot restricted to: reports,reseach papers,

tegsand projects. Projectsand/ or subjective assigimentswill contain a

rubric with clealy defined criteria. BISD srongly encouragescampusesto

administer sixweeks or marking period exams Higher Order Thinking Skills

should be included in major assessrents. Oneout of the three major

assessmaetsper sixweeks or marking period maybe a projed.

Projeds must have a rubric with clearly defined criteria which

a. Isshared in written form with studentsprior to the assigment
and/or assessrent;

b. Rdlectthe TEKSand curriculum objectivescovered during the
instructional segnent of time immediately prior to orduringthe

assigpment of the project; and

* Accommodations used consistently in the classroom are allowed during assessments throughout the academ
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c. Clearly delineateweights which are also shared with students prior
to assignment and/ or assessmet.
NOTE Semester Examsare not includedin the Major Assessmentategory.

2. Minor Assessmentiare forty percent (40%) of the grade.
Thesemust include a minimum of five minor assessments
per sixweeks. Quzzs, assigiments, homework, and notebooks maybe
considered daily assessmets.

3. Bytheend of the third week of the sixweeks/marking period, a minimum
of 1testgradesand 3 daily gradeswill be documented for each student

who hasbeenin atendance for at least 15daysof the sixweeks/marking

period.

4. Mathematical formula-Six Weeks Grades

(g Mafr X .60 A, Ninor 0.1 =S el o

5. Mathematical formulaSemester Grade

e R R S S B e

6. Gradesshould be rounded off.
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e
0
&
O
S
=

Example
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C. High Shool Caurses: Six Weeks Guides (applies to dl high school courses
taught at the middle sdool level for high school credit only)

1. For each sixweek grading period, the average of the major assessmets
(minimum of three) will count twice asmuch asthe average of the minor
assessmets (minimum of five). Teachers are encouragedto collect more
than three major and five mnor assessrents per sixweeks asappropriate
to the needs of the studentsand the subject matter being assesse.

2. Mathematical Formula

T ————

3. Exanple:

Major Assessment Grade Average: 69
Minor Assessment Grade Average: 75

71.4 rounds to a 71 fathe Grade Period Average.

[s
)
=
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4. Exanplesof minor assesmentsinclude but are not redrictedto:
oral reports, quizzes

5. Exanplesof major assesmentsinclude but are not regrictedto: projeds,
reports, research papers.

6. Beginning in the 2012018 school year, successful completion of an Algebr
andor an AP Spanish course taken in Middle School for High School credi
appear on the High School transcri
high school grade point average (GPA) applicable in the -2029 school yea

7. The regpective End of Caurse (EOC)Exans, where applicable, must be

administered to studentsenrolledin ahigh school coursein middle school.
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D. Honor Rdl and National Junior Honor Sogety
Honor roll isbased on academicaverage and isa campus option. If acampus
choosesto initiate the honor roll program, the guidelineswhich will be followed
are:
1. “ AHonor Roll: The overall averageof all coursesmust be 89.5 or above
for the current sixweeks or marking period only.
2. “ BHonor Rdl: Theoverall averageof all coursesmust be 79.5—89.4for
the current sixweeks or marking period only.
3. Thereisno ranking of sudentsat Middle Schwl.
4. National Junior Honor Society isbased on aademic averageand other
criteriaasstipulated by NJHS.
E. Semeser Test
The Semester Ted, the final testgivenat the end of each semeder, will be a
comprehensiveexamnation coveingthe TexasEssential Knowledge and ills

(TEKSPrescribed by the state and district for the entire semester. The final

O
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=

examnation will count one —fourth (1/4) of the total meder grade.
F. Semeser Grade
1. Thethree (3) sixweek grading periods are added to final exam(PXM)
grade and divided by four (4)to arriveat the semeger grade. If the
senester grade coincideswith aUlL reporting date, then the final exam
will not be included in the equations descrbed aboveto determine UIL
eligiility.

2. Famulafor calaulating Semester Grade

R —
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3. Semeter Fnal ExamExenptions are not part of the formulafor
calaulating Semester Grades;therefore, they arenot allowed for any
BISDcourse offering.

G. Yearly Grade Average

The yearly gradeaverage is computed by averagng the two senester

gradeswhere applicable. Thisyearlyaveragewill then be placed inthe

grade book. The computer will do the calaulation and post the final grade

on the label to be postedin the permanent record card.
II.  Student Swceess Initiative for Eidith Grade Sudents

The Sudent Successlinitiativeisin effect for studentsin eighth grade.

According to TEC 28.021 and 28.0211 and Title 19, TAC Chapter 101,

Subchapter BB

1. Eachtime astudent failsto perform satisfactorily on any STAARassessmat,
the District shall provide the student with acceleratedinstructionin the
applicable subject area, which mayinclude instruction outside normal
school operating hours. The District shall alsonotify the student’ garents
of the failure, the acceleratedinstruction, and the possbility of retention.

2. Revised TEKSIn mathematics adopted by the Sate Board of
Education in April 2012, the revised TEKSfor kindergarten through eighth

Middle Schoo

grade were implemented in classramsand in the 3 — 8 assessmet
program in the 2014 — 2015 school year. The revised TEKSfor high school
mathematics, including Algebra |l and Il were implemented in classrams
and on the assessmaetsin the 2016 — 2017 school year.For the 2016 —
2017 school yearand followingyears SSwill be in effectfor reading and
mathematicsin grades5 and 8.
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3. Under the Student Success Initiative (SSI) requireméortsn
eighth grade studentvho failsto perform saisfacorily on STAAR Reading
and/or Mathematicsafter three attempts mayonly advance to the next
grade if the student has completedll required accelerated instruction and
the Grade Placement Committee decision is unanimdls District shall
givethe parent written notice of their right and opportunity to appeal a
decisionto retain. The Grade Phcement
Gommittee must consider the following when determining whether a
student should be promotedto the next grade:

a. Therecommendation of the student’ t®acher;

b. The student’ s adegrreachsubject or course;

c. Thestudent’ s DETISIFAAR assessntsin5 and 8 grades; and
d. Anyother necessarycalemicinformation.

A dudent who failsthe reading and/or mathematics STAARIN grade 8, and
is promoted to the nextgrade level, must complete the required
acceleratedinstruction as acondition for promotion. H.B. 3, Section 28

4. The District isnot precluded from retaining a student who performs

e,
O
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saisfadorily on readingand/ or mathematics STAAR.
5. Sudentsserviced through SoecialEducation Rogramwill follow SSI gidelinesas
stipulated in the GPGmanual.
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Grading
High
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Grading

Grade Reporting: In orderto mantain current information for parents/guardians,

teachersareto grade, post and publistassgnmentswithin 5 school calendar
days after student submission

A. Graling Scae: The following grading scale applies defining progressof
mastery ofthe TEKS.

90-100 Excellent Progress
80-89 Good Progress
75-79 Sdisfadory Progress
70-74 Danger of Faiing

69 - below Failhg

B. HighShool Caurses: Six Weekssrades

Gradesshould reflectthe acadlemicprogressof a student.

o
o
c
O
U)
-
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I

1. Major assessmetsare sixtypercent (60%)of the grade. Thismustinclude a
minimum of four majorasessments per sixweeks/marking period.
2. Minor Assessmentiare forty percent (40%)of the grade. This mustinclude a
minimum of four minor asessmants per sixweeks/'marking period
C.Six Wek Grades(Marking Periods)
1. For each sixweek grading period, the average of the major
assessmets (minimum of four) will count twice asmuch asthe
average of the minor assessnents (minimum of four). Teachersare
encouraged to collect more than four major and four minor
assessnents per sixweeks or marking period asappropriateto the
needs of the studentsand the aubject matter being asessal.
2. By the end of the third week of the sixweeks/marking period, a minimum

of 2 major assessmertand 2 minor assessmentsill be documented for
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each student who hasbeen in atendance for at least 15daysof the six
weeks/marking period.

3. Mathematical Formula

[(Avg.Major X 0.601 (Avg. MinorX 0.40Q] = Grading Period Average

4. Exanple

Major Assessment Grade Average: 69
Minor Assessment Grade Average: 75

[(69 X 0.60Q + (75 X 0.40) = Grading Period Average
[41.4+30.0 = Grading Period Average
71.4 rounds to a 71 fathe Grade Period Average.

5. Exanplesof minor assessmentsinclude, but are not regrictedto:
oral reports, quizzes,and classparticipation.

6. Exanplesof mgor asseasmentsinclude, but are not redrictedto: projects,
reports, research papers,and tegs.

C SemeserGrades

1. The Semeter Gradeisthe average of the three (3) sixveek grading periods!.

2. Thethree (3) sixweek grading periods are added to final exam(PXM) grade
and divided by four (4)to arriveat the semeder grade. Whenthe

semester grade coincideswith aUILreporting date, the final examwill not
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be included in the equation descrbed aboveto determine UIL eligbility.
3. Formulafor calaulating Semester Grade

(1St six weeksaverage + 2nd six weeksaverage + 3rd six weeksaverage + Semester Exam Grade) / 4 = Semester Grade

4. Semeser Fnhal ExamExenptions are not part of the formulafor calaulating

Semetser Grades;therefore, they are not allowed for any BISDcourse

offering.
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D. Yearly Grades
1. For continuing courses(EnglishlAand IB), the yearly grade isthe average
of the two semester grades.
2. For acontinuing course,if astudent’ smester grade is below 70%, but
the averageof the two semester gradesis 70%or above, the student is

awarded credit for both semesters.

EndishlA and EnglishIB

Erglish IA Seneger Grade: 65%+ Erglish IB Ssmester Grade: 77% / 2 = 71%

Student isawardedcredit for both sesmesters.

3. Toreceivecredit in aone-half (1/2) unit coursethe HALRUNITGRADE
MUSTBE 70%or ABOVE.
4. Dual Enroliment Courses
a. Gradereportingfor dual coursestaken at a Institute of Higher
Education (IHEortaught by an IH&Edjunctwill follow the policy set
by thelHE.
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c. Gralereportingfor dual coursestaught by a BISD teacheill
follow the B.I.S.D grding procedures.

E. Instructional Modules ¢ Grading Procedures (Appliesto dl

module driven programs.)

Agrade of 70 or aboveis considered a passing glade for all modules.

1. Module Grading Average Procedure.
2.

Module Average: Add all module gradesand
divide bythe number of gradestimesthree
plus Fnal Exangrade divided byfour.

Module Average =3/ 4
Fnal Grade=1/4
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Mathematical Formula: [(Sum of Modules+ number of grades) X 3 + Final Exam] + 4 = Average

Modules 1. Sumof Modules= 327
1=81 2. 327 +4 (Modules)=82
2=84 3. 82X 3 =246
3=82 4. 246 + 90 (Fnal BExam Grade) = 336
4=80 5. 336 + 4 = 84 (Average)
327
Average =84

2. ModuleMagery Level
a. Eachmodule grade must equalto a70or better.
b. The final examgrade must equalto a 70 or better.
c. Thefinal average,after adding the module gedesdivided by the
number of modules X 3 plus the final examdivided by 4, must equal
to a70or better. (Finalaveragepassng grade equalsto a70or

above.) Exanple:

Module Grades 81+ 84 + 82 + 80 = 327
Fnal Exam = 90

e,
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327 + 4 Modules = 82
82 + 82 +82 +90 = 336
336 +4 =84

F. Raunding Off
1. Iftheaverageis.500r above, roundto the nextlargerwhole number.
2. Ifthe averageislessthan .50, round to the next smalker whole number.
G. Honor Rdl and National Honor Socety
Honor Rollis based on eaademicaverage and isa campus option. If acampus
choosesto initiate the honor roll program, the guidelinesare asfollows:
1. “ AHonor Roll: The combined average of all coursesmust be 89.5 or

abovefor current marking period only.
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High Scho@ “ BHonor Rdl: Thecombined average of all coursesmust be
79.5 —89.4 for current marking period only.

3. NoQredit (NC gradesare part of the calaulationsfor Honor Roll.

4. National Honor Society (NHS) sekection and induction is based on aademic
average and other criteriaasstipulated by NHS.

H. ChssRanking/ Grade Point Average(GPA)

1. dassrankingis based on GRA, using the grade weighting system.

2. CQurrently in BID, all gradesare averaged into GPA (the exception will
be arepeated course(s)that waspreviously completed
succesdully.)EIE Local]

3. Sudentsentering high school in 2018-2019 will adhere to the Grade
Weighing SystemsTable outlined within this document.

4. For further classranking information, refer to the 2018-2019 High
Schml CourseListing Guide.
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2018-2019 Grade Weight Systems
gh-12" Grade Suderts

LEVEL To include ALL courses not designated asGT, AP,Pre-AP,
Dual Enroliment and DAPIndependent Sudy Gourses
100 4.0
90-99 3.03.9
80-89 2.02.9
70-79 1.0-1.9
Belav 70 0
LEVEL Toinclude ALL GT, Pre-AP, and CTES ate Articulated
100 5.0
90-99 4.04.9
80-89 3.03.9
7079 2.02.9
Belov 70 0
LEVELI To include all AP, Projed Lead the Way, Dual, approved
Concurrent Enrollment Courses
and DAP Independent Study
100 6.0
90-99 5.0-5.9
80-89 4.04.9
7079 3.03.9
Belov 70 0
LEVELV *To indude all AP exam scores of 3, 4, or 5.
100 7.0
90-99 6.0-6.9
80-89 5.0-5.9
70-79 4.04.9
Belov 70 0

Qoursesidentified in the 2018-2019 High School Gourse listing guide under the heading “Extracurricular Activities'
arenot to be considered Levelll or 11l coursesunlessthey are GT and/ or Pre-AP/ APand/ or Distinguished
Achievement and/ or dual and/or concurrent enroliment courses NOTE See appropriate Course Listing Gude for

proper application to this statement.

BISD ’ gealisto increase the number of sudentsenrolling in and succesgully completing APcoursework and the
correspondingtests. Recruitment must be a top priority of teachers, counsdors, and instructional leadership.

Everyeffort should be madeto offer AP coursesaccarding to student enrollment and demand.
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Il. Requirements for Graduation

The following will apply to gudents planningto graduate from a Brownsvile

Independent Sdool District high school:

1. EachBISDstudent graduatesunder the graduation requirementsand
grade weight systemin effectwhen he/ she first enteredthe 9" Grade,
regardlessof schal or school systemunlessotherwisestipulated by the
TexasEducation Agency and Sate Board of Education.

2. Sealswill be attached to the academicachevement recard of eachstudent.
Sudentsentering Grade 9 in and/ or after 2014 — 2015 will follow the
recommendations stipulated in HouseBill 5 for graduation plans.

3. BISD Opsating Procedure: Sudentswill be avarded diplomascontaining
the school yearin which graduation requirements were met. The
adual completion date of graduation requirementsisindicated onthe
individual AcademicAchievement Record (AAR) or the transcript.

NOTE Sudentswill be allowedto graduate under the Minimum High S¢ool or the
Foundation Graduation Plan under specialcircumstancesonly. Written

documentation signed by parent, principal and counsdor must be onfile.
[ll.  Credit by Examination With Piior Instruction
Tobe eligble to earn Qredit by Examination (CBE),a student shall havehad
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prior instruction in the subject or course,asdetermined by the District on

the basisof areviewof the student’ education recards. Prior instruction

guidelines,asthey become more clearly defined by the Sate, will be strictly

enforced. The District will recognize results of atestfrom TexasTech

Universty or The University of Texasat Austin.

1. The principal or desighee will approve a student as eligble to apply for
credit by examination upon the request of the campus counseor.

2. Toreceivecredit, studentsshall score a grade of 70 oraboveon the

examnation. Passing(70%-+) Cralit by Exammnation gradesare recarded
in the AARand averagedinto GFA.
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3. Credit by Exanination failing gralesare not recordedin AAR.Only apassng F
score on aCHEEtestmaybe avenged.

4. Uponwritten approvalof the principal, studentswho havelost credit due to
excessiveabsencesmaybe permitted to earn/regain coursecredit through
Qredit by Exanination; and

5. Credit by Exanination maynot be usedto gain elgibility for participation in
extraaurricular adivities.

6. Rderto 2017-2018High Sclool CourseLiding Guide for information on
Qredit by Exanmation without instruction for acceleration.

IV. Advarced Placement (AP)Cousework Exams

1. All students, who enroll in an Advanced Placement (AP class, are requ
to take the corresponding AP course exam in MRrgAP/AP Program
Expectations and Course Agreemenit provide students the option to
take an AP course for level 3 weight when they take the exam. In additi
a freshman, sophomore or junior student, who scores a 3, 4, or 50n a
exam, will receivéevel 4 course weight after the AP scores are received

late July.
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2. AP teachers must submit respective course syllabi to College Board an
teach the objectives/standards of AP exams. Copies need to be submit
to the Advanced Academics department. Indsang, the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) will be addressed, covered, and mastery
demonstrated through issuance of BISD grades.

3. The AP exam may not be used to determine pass/fail of the AP course.

V.  Grading Proceduresfor Dual Ehrollment/ Dual Credit Caurses

BISD grding policieswill determine the grade for both BISDand the Ingitute

of Higher Education (HE)if the course istaught by a BISDteacher who is

approved by the IHE.

Sudentswill receivea numerical grade for the high school transcript and
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an alpha grade for the college transcript. If a dual enrollment classis taught

by a collegeprofessorthe grade will be determined by the Ingitute of Higher
Education grading policy; and the course must be setup in the mager
schedule to receiveonly the TG(term grade) at the end of the senester. If a
dual enroliment class is‘teamtaught” by IHE professorand a BISDteacher
the grade will be determined by the HEgrading policy; aad the coursemust
be setup in the mager schedule to receiveonly the TG(term grade)at the

end of the designated college senmester for the respective course.

1. Sudent Reponsibilities/ Dual Enroliment
a) Sudentsenrolled in Dual Enroliment coursesare required to maintain
regular and punctual attendance in all classes.
b) The student isresponsible to communicate with facuty members
concerning any absence; in advance whenever possible.
¢) The student maybe required to present evidence to support an

absence, and make-up work for a classabsence will be permitted only
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asspecified by the facuty in the coursesyllabus.
d) Droppinga courseisthe responsibility of the student and not taking
appropriate stepsmay result in agrade of “ Ffailing) for the course.
e) Fawlty may withdraw students prior to the withdrawal deadline when,
in the opinion of the faculty, the student would havedifficulty in

successully completing the course.

http://www.tsc.ed)/ index.php/ academics dual-enrollment.html

http://www.utb.edu/vpaal coe/ FEP/Documents/ UG Handbooks/ Superviosr¥@20Handbook.pdfpg.23

NOTE Until afinal grade, awarded by an HE professa, is posted on the BISD sudent

transcript, the course grade maynot be considered for UIL eligbility.
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Dual Enrollment Re ¢ Testing/ Re ¢ Teaching
Re-teaching and re-teging are not required in anydual enroliment course
whether the courseis paired with an AP classor is dfered asa stand-alone
course. Make-up examsshall be provided for studentswho are absent due to
extraaurricular adivitiesor any other excusedabsence (i.e. like adeath in the
family). Adjunct teachersfrom the IHEapproved by BISDwill use the
Ingtitute of Higher Education Grade Explanation Table effective fall 2013
(Institute of Higher Education Handbook online) to post dual enroliment

gradesfor HE.

Beginning with the 2017-2018school year,the following chart will be used

to convert IHEgradesfor approved Dual and Concurrent Enrollment courses
when a student submits Institute of Higher Education transcript to BISD.
This chart will alsobe usedto convert IHEgradessubmitted by an adjunct
teacher not employed by BID. For a student to receive BISD credit from a

concurrent enrollment course, the students must submit a Dual Credit

Request

academic counselor. These forms will be forwarded to Advanced Acade

for final approval.

Form and

an

of fici al

IHE Institute of Higher BISD Conversion
Education Education Table (Efective
Table Fall 2013

A+ 100

A A 95
A 90
B+ 89

B B 85
B- 80
C+ 79

C C 75
G 70
D+ 70

D D 70
D 70

F *F Failure

*If a studentfails a course both the IHE and Blg&nscripts should

reflect that.
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Forcredit purposesthe above conversiorchartwill be usedto determine
Sx week gradesfor students,who withdraw from an EarlyCollegeHigh
SchoolProgramand returnto their homecampusto completegraduation
requirements.

http://www.utrgv.edu/undergraduate -admissions/dualenrollment/index.
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APPENDICES

20182019 SECONDARRADING PROCEDUI 47



Brownsville Independent School District

Out-of-District Grade Conversion Table
Ou-of-District Numerical Gradeswith Conversion Table from Sending District
A. When converting gradesfrom an Out-of-District transcript on which a grade Converson
table is printed or provided, the Ou-of-District printed scale shall be used.

B. Inthe event that the sending district awarded credit for a grade below 70, the student
will receivea 70.

Out-of-District Letter Gradeswithout Gonversion Table from Sending District

On out-of-district letter grade transcripts for which no conversion table exists,
grades shall be converted asfollows:
A+ = 100 C+ = 79
A 96 C 76
A- 90 G 70
B+ 89 D+ 69
B 86 D 66
B- 80 D- 60
F 59
Revised5/03

[I. Qarification about averaging of out of district failing gradeswith BISD gades efer to the
2017-2018High Shool Gourse Liging Guide page 57.
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Migrant Student Qredits Through the Migrant Lab Program

Migrant students often enter late and/or withdraw early. The Texas Education Agency hasadvised
districts that minimum attendance for credit begins on the day the student enrolls in the district.
The Agency further states that “ Atudent should never be denied credit for a classthat he could
NOT have attended, before enrollment in the district. Therefore, migrant students may receive
credit for a course with lessthan the 90% att endance required by Sate law. TEA encourages all
counselors and registrars to ensure that all migrant students are afforded due process in the
application of the attendance rule and has stated that “under no circumstances should a migrant
student, due to migration, be denied the opportunity to complete coursework for credit. The Texas
Education Agency encourages all districts to develop credit acaual options, in additionto their
regular classattendance offerings, in order to allbw migrant students to demonstrate mastery of
a course. Secondary migrant students who enter late or withdraw early are strongly
encouraged to enroll in a migrant tutorial program. Canpuses without a migrant lab program
must develop other optionsfor the student to complete course requirements.The
BrownsvilleIndependent SchoolDistrict has a commitment to ensure an equa education
opportunity for migrant students. Therefore, the students ’egular teachers are required to
coordinate and cooperate with the migrant lab teacher in helping migrant students meet academic
requirements.
1. Late Entry:

Migrant students entering school late are eligible for credit in a sibject if they:

A. Successfully complete the daily work assgnments and majorassessrentsin their

regular clases; and/ or
B. Demonstrate mastery (70%) of TEKSoy passng equivalent unit examinations in
their regular classes; and/ or
C Attend migrant lab session(s) as recommended by counselor in conjunction

with attending regular classs.

20182019 SECONDARRADING PROCEDUI 49



Brownsville Independent School District

2. Qredit:
A. Issuance of creditsand gradeswill be reserved for the regular teacher.
B. If a migrant student has not completed all major assgnments or has not shown

madery (70%) of the TEKSby the end of the grading period in which the student
enters late or withdraws early, an “incomplete” should be issued to the student until
such time as the student completes assgnments and/or demonstrates mastery with
the aid of the migrant lab teacher. The dincomplete¢ may be carried six months
from the date of next enrollment.

C If amigrant student enters school after the completion of any grading period, he/ she
will be eligible to take a placement test for the work missed during the grading
period. A migrant lab sessionis recommended for these students to prepare them
for the test.

3. Eaty Exit:
Migrant students leaving school during a grading period are eligible for credit in a subject if
they:
A. Successfully complete the daily work assgnments and majorassessrentsin their regular
classes;and/or
B. Demonstrate mastery (70%) of TEKSby passing equivalent unit examinations for their
regular clases.
NOTE: Sudents withdrawing prior to the end of a semester and who have not completed course

requirements, may be placedin amigrant lab to complete the required coursework.
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Guidelinesfor Instruction and Assessrent of

EnglishLanguage Leaners (BLLs)

The following guidelinesare intended to apply to EnglishLanguage Leaners and shall help teachers

meet the needs of BLLs:

1.

The language Proficiency Assessmiet Committee determines,on anindividual basis,the need
for linguistic instructional accommodations for identified English Language Leaners. The
guidelinesfor linguistic accommodations will be followed. The student’ EnglishLanguage
Leaner Individual Education Plan mayinclude goalsand objectives,instructional
accommodations, testingaccommodation, extended classrmm instruction, and web-based
instructional supplemental support.

Aacommodationsfor ELLs maynot alter the content or acadlemicstandards ofthe course.Thus,

certain allowable accommodations mayinclude, but are not necessarilyimited to the following:

Instruction

l
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Ingruction will focus on conceptsand content knowledge with languagescaffolding providedto
increasebnglishLanguageProficiency.

Linguistic scaffolding (e.g.,focusing on particular words, highlighting grammar patterns, etc.)
Adapted speech(rate and complexity) to alignwith student’ sstening proficiency

Adapted content through the useof graphic organizers, study guides,dozepassageetc.
Test-taking skills and strategieswill be explicitly taught.

Dictionaries, clarfication of aword or phrase, and extended time will be allowed during
instruction when possble.

Ingruction will allow studentsto move from whole groupto anall group into independent
pradice. Sudents should haveample opportunitiesto useoral language.

Sudentswill learn how to evalate their ownwork.

Linguistically adapted texts will be provided asneeded.
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1 BExwlicit strategeswill be usedto teach content-areavocaulary.
1 Tutorialswill be avaiéble and students are encouragedto attend.
Assessrent
1 Assessmet will focus on meaning and content.
1 Assessmet will include both product and processgrades.
1 Graling expedationsand standardswill be explicitly explainedto the students,includingthe use
of exemplarsbefore the assessmet.
1 Gradeswill reflect awide variety of measures (including oral components).
1 Dictionaries,clarification of aword or phrase, and extended time will be allowed during
instruction when possble.
1 EnglishLanguage Writing Portfolioswill be utilized to assesshe studentswriting progress.
The following are exanplesof accommodationswhich would alter the content or the standards of the
course,and arenot allowable:
1 Reducedassigments
1 Secialprojectsin lieuof assigiments
1 Examsof reduced length
1 Openbook exams
1

Peer tutoring/paired work arrangement
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Student Successlinitiative (SSI)Grade 5 & 8 [HELocal]
In addition to localstandards for mastery and promotion, studentsin grades5 and 8 must meet
the passhg standard on an applicable assessmnt instrument in the subjects required under

state law in ader to be promotedto the next grade level.

Accelerated Instruction for Grades 3 ¢ 8 [HELocal]
If astudent in grades3 — 8 failsto demonstrate proficiency on a state —mandated assessme,

the student shall be provided acceleratedinstruction in accordance with state law. Additionally,

studentsin grade 5 and 8 shall be subject to all provisions of GRADEADVANCEMENT TESING.
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Current GPA Procedures

|  For students, who entered Grade 9 in and after 2002 — 2003, usethe following scaleto calaulate GFA.

98 6.8 5.8 4.8 3.8
97 6.7 5.7 4.7 3.7
96 6.6 5.6 4.6 3.6
95 6.5 5.5 4.5 35
94 6.4 5.4 4.4 3.4
93 6.3 5.3 4.3 3.3
92 6.2 5.2 4.2 3.2
91 6.1 5.1 4.1 3.1
90 6.0 5.0 4.0 3.0
89 5.9 4.9 3.9 2.9
88 5.8 4.8 3.8 2.8
87 5.7 4.7 3.7 2.7
86 5.6 4.6 3.6 2.6
85 5.5 4.5 35 25
84 5.4 4.4 3.4 2.4
83 5.3 4.3 3.3 2.3
82 5.2 4.2 3.2 2.2
81 5.1 4.1 3.1 2.1
80 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0
79 4.9 3.9 2.9 1.9
78 4.8 3.8 2.8 1.8
77 4.7 3.7 2.7 17
76 4.6 3.6 2.6 16
75 4.5 3.5 2.5 15
74 4.4 3.4 2.4 1.4
73 4.3 3.3 2.3 13
72 4.2 3.2 2.2 1.2
71 4.1 3.1 2.1 11
70 4.0 3.0 2.0 10

Il CQurrently in BISD, all coursesare weighted (except for a repeated course(s) that waspreviously
completed succesdully asper BISDHigh Sctool GourselLiging GQuide which sudents enter BISDhigh
schools.)

20182019 SECONDABRADING PROCEDUI 54



